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stop them and see that they never did it again. The official pro-
tested that the order was too drastic; car-trimmers always smoked,
everywhere; you couldn't stop it.
Father said: "You will stop it here, or I will close down the mine."
At that time the mine was producing 10,000 tons a day and was
one of the greatest coal operations on earth. Yet I am convinced
Father would have carried out his threat if his order had not been
obeyed.
Opposed as he was to tobacco, from the earliest time I can
remember he always had wine on his table. But his use of wine was
typical of his exact and methodical nature. He put a modest and
rigidly-fixed limit upon the amount he could drink at a meal and
never exceeded that allowance. At the same time, he was fond of
sitting long at dinner, especially when he grew older. To make,
his ration of claret last through, he would dilute his glass with
water, about half and half.
In temperament he was very nervous and highly strung. Except
for a few stock stories such as all fathers, I suppose, relate to their
children, he never told me very much about himself. Most of what
I know about his life has been told me by his friends, or I have
read it in the memoirs on which he worked during the final months
of his life.
There was one episode of his youth which he loved to recount as
showing his early business acumen, and I will condense it here.
His father, a prosperous farmer and commission merchant at Hud-
son, Ohio, used to send him with his drovers when they took ship-
ments of hogs to Buffalo. Though Father was only sixteen or
seventeen years old then, he noticed that the hogs were sold right off
the cars in Buffalo before being fed or watered. He persuaded
Grandfather to let him take a shipment alone. Then, in the Buffalo
stockyards, he refused to sell his fat Ohio hogs until they had been
watered. The increased size of the cheque he brought home con-
vinced Grandfather that the teachers at Western Reserve Academy,
where Father was then enrolled as a student, were wrong when they
said his son ought to study for the ministry.
Father's will and purpose, when he made up his mind to do a
thing and believed he had right on his side, were almost irresist-
ible. Nothing could stand against them, not even constituted

